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be conveniently grouped under five heads: (a) the system of
secret alliances; (b) militarism; (c) nationalism; (d) eco-
nomic imperialism; and (e) the newspaper press.
(a) THE SYSTEM OF SECRET ALLIANCES
The greatest single underlying cause of the War was the
system of secret alliances which developed after the Franco-
Prussian War. It gradually divided Europe into two hostile
groups of Powers who were increasingly suspicious of one
another and who steadily built up greater and greater
armies and navies. Though this system of alliances in one
sense tended to preserve peace, inasmuch as the members
within one group often held their friends or allies in re-
straint for fear of becoming involved in war themselves, the
system also made it inevitable that if war did come, it would
involve all the Great Powers of Europe. The members of
each group felt bound to support each other, even in mat-
ters where they had no direct interest, because failure to
give support would have weakened the solidarity of the
group. Thus, Germany often felt bound to back up
Austria-Hungary in her Balkan policies, because otherwise
Germany feared to lose her only thoroughly dependable
ally. Similarly, France had no direct political (only finan-
cial) interests in the Balkans, but felt bound to back up
Russia, because otherwise the existence of the Dual Alli-
ance would have been threatened, the balance of power de-
stroyed, and the best guarantee of French safety from a
German attack would have been lost. Likewise, the officials
of the British Foreign Office became increasingly convinced
that England must support France and Russia in order to
preserve the solidarity of the Triple Entente as a check to
the Triple Alliance. In the crisis of July, 1914, it was not,
merely a question of Austria, Serbia and the Balkans; it
was a question of the solidarity and prestige of the two
groups of Powers into which Europe had become divided